[Pancreatoduodenectomy: myth or reality? Personal experience].
61 patients with malignant and benign pancreatoduodenal diseases were treated with Whipple operation during 1973-1993. 38 patients were males and 23 females. Ages varied between 18 and 74. Malignant tumors were more frequent: adenocarcinoma of the pancreas 27, ampulla of Vater 14, duodenum 5 and distal common duct 3. The other group of patients with benign and malignant tumors as cysto-adenocarcinoma 2, leiomyosarcoma 2, trauma to the pancreas 2, pancreatitis with pseudocyst and insulinoma etc. The morbidity has been reduced from 50% in the first 45 cases to 15% in the last 16. Also the mortality dropped from 17% to 0%. This improvement is related to knowledge the better of the surgical technique and reconstruction varieties, better control of hemorrhage, reduced operative time and good post operative control. We concluded, that this difficult surgery is a reality and should be managed in those hospitals with specialized surgeons and all of the technology must be used in any moment, to be considered a low risk surgery.